exploring
A walk in the park

Ardenwood Historic Farm
Neil Wiley
This is a park for children, birders,
photographers, and animal-lovers. Walking
is easy on smooth, paved paths, but to see
everything, you’ll walk several miles.
Why walk when you can ride? A good
place to start is the visitor center and Arden
Station, where you can catch a ride on the
train through a large meadow and under
giant eucalyptus trees. The train takes you
halfway around the 210-acre farm. You can
get off at the only stop, Deer Park Station,
or double your pleasure with a return to
Arden Station.
Returning to your starting place is a good
move if you want a step-by-step tour with
a detailed map, a digital guide on your cell
phone, or with a group and a human guide.
It is helpful to keep your group together,
especially if that group includes children.
For me, the brochure map is best, because
you can skip to the sites that interest you
the most. For example, many birders go
directly to the lawn area in front of the
Patterson House. You’ll see them looking
up toward the trees through binoculars or
long telephoto lenses. Non-birders may have
reserved the E-I-O picnic area, or chosen
the first-come, first-served farmyard picnic
tables for a family picnic, birthday party, or
reunion.
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It’s a good idea to check at the visitor
center to discover programs, lectures, and
demonstrations at various park sites. For
example, my grandson received an ear of
corn while attending a talk on farm produce
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in 2008. Fourteen years later, on my recent
Ardenwood hike, I saw children proudly
displaying their corn.
For most children, and perhaps most
adults, their favorite sites feature farm
animals, including goats, sheep, pigs,
chickens, turkeys, cows, and baby animals of
any species.
Photographers may be more interested in
wilder subjects, such as displaying peacocks,
eagles in the tops of trees, and occasional
visiting coyotes. A curious person can also
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find a wide range of human, animal, and
nature subjects. It’s a good place to walk
around with a camera.
Ardenwood is an historic farm. Much
of that history can be learned in a tour
of the Patterson House. Learn about the
people who lived here in the 1850s and
beyond. Find out how a failed prospector
acquired nearly 6000 acres of land and
became a respected member of the Fremont
community. It’s history you can touch.
The details. Ardenwood is open Tuesday
through Sunday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Train rides and house tours from April
through mid-November are scheduled
Thursdays through Sundays. Group tours
can be arranged. For information, call 510791-4195. If you are hungry, go on the
weekends when the Farmyard Cafe is open.
Children of any age are welcome, but
dogs, recreational equipment, balloons,
and barbecues are not allowed. Most of the
facilities and trails are wheelchair accessible.
A day ticket is $6 for adults, $5 for seniors,
and $4 for children from 4 to 17 years old.
Children under three years old are invited
free of charge. (Hopefully, they will come
with one or more adults.) Train rides and
Patterson House tours are free.
To drive to Ardenwood, take Highway
17 to I-880. In Fremont, take the Decoto
Road/Dumbarton Bridge/Highway 84
east to the Ardenwood/Newark Boulevard
exit, and turn right (north) on Ardenwood
Boulevard. Watch for the park entrance sign.
Turn right and follow a tree-lined road into
the parking area. For GPS, use the address
34600 Ardenwood Blvd., Fremont, CA
94555. Have a good time!
june 2022

Celebrating life in the Santa Cruz Mountains

page 19

