Paula Leary · 408.425.3345
p.leary@ggsir.com · Lic. #01469235
Terry Leary · 408.921.4343
terry.leary@ggsir.com · Lic. #01854782
Lear yProper ties.com
JUST LISTED 470 Rudy Road, Los Gatos
Inquire for price | 4bd/3ba 2823sf ±± 4.415ac±±

PENDING 280 Oak Ridge Road, Los Gatos
$1,780,000 | 3bd/2ba 1782sf±± 18.9ac±±

RECENT SALES
25971 Mar Vista Court, Los Gatos | $3,200,000 6bd/4full 1 half ba. 4780sf± 3.95ac± | 25971MarVistaCt.com
25266 Terrace Grove, Los Gatos | $1,875,000 3bd/2full 2 half ba. 3558± 1.04ac± | 25266TerraceGroveRd.com
663 Blossom Hill Road, Los Gatos
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

SALE PENDING
SALE PENDING

Los Gatos Mountains
19880 Oakmont Drive
$900,000
2 Bed | 1 Bath | 908 Sq Ft

compass

Lisa Sgarlato
408.396.7231
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
DRE 01342694

103 Seaborg Place
$1,450,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1459 Sq Ft

Sebastian Frey
408.548.7348
sebastian.frey@compass.com
DRE 01369847

SALE PENDING

Nevis & Ardizzone Team
408.827.3100
nevisandardizzoneteam@compass.com
DRE 70010073

Lisa Sgarlato
408.396.7231
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
DRE 01342694

Santa Cruz

23995 Schulties Road
$1,575,000
4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2603 Sq Ft

16052 Robinwood Lane
$2,400,000
4 Bed | 3,5 Bath | 3536 Sq Ft

Santa Cruz

Nevis & Ardizzone Team
408.827.3100
nevisandardizzoneteam@compass.com
DRE 70010073

Los Gatos Mountains

20545 Beggs Road
$3,120,000
5 Bed | 4.5 Bath | 7561 Sq Ft

Los Gatos Mountains

Access thousands of new listings before anyone else,
only at compass.com.

SOLD

Los Gatos Mountains

Get a head start to
finding your home.

209 Vista Prieta Court Unit 209
$370,000
2 Bed | 1 Bath | 844 Sq Ft

compass.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers
01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Sebastian Frey
408.548.7348
sebastian.frey@compass.com
DRE 01369847
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We have seen that road.
We don’t want to take it.
Work has begun
through our own local
FireSafe County Roads group.
We have support from
PG&E,
the Resource Conservation District,
state senator John Laird,
supervisor Manu Koenig,
and the FireSafe Council
of Santa Cruz County.
If you live along
the Summit-Highland corridor,
your permission is needed
this month to do the work along the road.

For late-breaking news,
calendar, and classified ads, visit
www.mnn.net or mountainnetworknews.com.

Subscriptions
$36 a year
Call Neil Wiley
at 408-353-1901.

Don’t let us down.
You can help.
Make sure that
Summit Road is not the end.
Mountain Network News
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Lisa Sgarlato
Transitions Made Easy
408.396.7231
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com | LisaSgarlato.com
DRE 01342694

20971 Delaware Trail
Los Gatos
$750,000

|

20971DelawareTrail.com

1 Bed + Studio | 1.5 Bath | 1135 Sq Ft | 11,123 Sq Ft Lot
Chemeketa Park home bordered by Majestic Redwoods in a charming neighborhood. Inviting living room with
distressed wood flooring, wood stove and a dining bar overlooking an amazing updated, spacious kitchen. One
bedroom privately located downstairs with a half bath. Full bath on the main level with stall shower and sunken
tub. Separate studio could be a 2nd bedroom, office or exercise room. Excellent location, close to town in a
wonderful community. Lexington Elementary, Fisher Middle, Los Gatos High!

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition,
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

resources
Santa Cruz County
First District Supervisor

Safer Evacuation
and Early Fire Detection
Manu Koenig
The FireSafe County Roads program
is now underway. The objectives are
three-fold. First, to develop and provide
emergency escape routes for residents by
reducing the fire risk and intensity along
the Summit Road/Highland Way corridor.
Second, to provide access to emergency
vehicles during disasters. Lastly, to improve
the ISO fire rating in our community. The
latter is a score provided to fire departments
and insurance companies by the Insurance
Services Office, that reflects how prepared a
community is for fires.
This project, coordinated through the
Resource Conservation District of Santa
Cruz County, will create a shaded fuel break
along critical county roads. It will remove
small trees, underbrush, and low hanging
limbs on trees within 100 feet of the road.
Large (over 8-inch diameter) healthy trees
are retained, while dead and dying trees are
removed, along with trees leaning into the
roadway. Without this vegetation, future
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wildfires will burn with less intensity, with
a slower rate of spread, and with decreased
potential for fire to climb into treetops.
This will make fire suppression easier and
evacuation safer during a wildfire.
Thanks to a $50,000 PG&E grant, a
pilot project was completed in fall 2021
that cleared two acres at the intersection of
Summit and Soquel-San Jose roads.
Phase two of the Summit shaded-fuelbreak project has begun. The RCDSCC was
awarded a $585,000 grant from CalFire. It
is now applying for permits for the entire
5.7-mile stretch running from Highway
17 to Mt. Bache Road. The RCDSCC
anticipates this round of grant funding
will cover 2.6 miles (60 acres) of shaded
fuel break from Highway 17 to Loma
Prieta Elementary School, with expected
completion later this year.
We have applied for an additional
$300,000 grant to cover the remaining
costs. For more information about the
Summit shaded-fuel-break project, call Matt
Abernathy, RCDSCC forest health specialist
at 408-355-3137, or email mabernathy@
rcdsantacruz.org.
ALERTWildfire Camera System
Santa Cruz County uses the
ALERTWildfire camera system for early

Mountain Network News

wildfire detection. Last fall, our office
introduced an item to improve this system
by installing several new fire-camera sites.
This February, the board of supervisors
received an update from the Office of
Response, Recovery, and Resiliency on
the progress of this effort. As part of the
county’s settlement agreement with PG&E
regarding their wood debris activities after
the CZU Fire, two new ALERTwildfire
cameras are being installed at the Dream
Inn in Santa Cruz and at the Watsonville
Airport. Both sites are expected to be
operational for the 2022 fire season.
Another location to be operational at
the start of the 2022 fire season is at the
Silver Mountain Winery off Summit Road.
The new camera at this site will provide
sweeping visibility and greatly expand early
detection capabilities for the Summit area
and Soquel valley.
OR3 staff is discussing these issues with
CalFire, county fire, and PG&E staff,
and the ALERTWildfire team to identify
other key priority locations to install new
cameras. They will look at the following
areas in particular: the north coast region,
in the Swanton area or in Bonny Doon, and
upper Highway 236. To learn more about
this project, visit https://www.alertwildfire.
org/region/centralcoast/.
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FireSafe County Roads

Soquel-San Jose Road
Improvements are coming for SoquelSan Jose Road, an important corridor for
many first-district residents. Last December,
the Regional Transportation Commission
released $1,455,000 for the project,
funded by state gas-tax revenues. It will
include improved bike lanes and pedestrian
crossings, as well as critical pavement
resurfacing along the bottom 3.15 miles of
Soquel-San Jose Road, from Soquel Drive
to Laurel Glen Road. The specific start date

march 2022

for this project is not yet set. It will depend
on state-funding availability.
Monthly Meetings
We host monthly in-person meetings
(with the option to join on Zoom) at
rotating locations throughout the first
district on the second Thursday of every
month. View the meeting calendar
at https://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/
government/boardofsupervisors/district1.
aspx.

Celebrating life in the Santa Cruz Mountains

Application and
Permission Forms
The next activity for the team
and the community is to obtain
signed agreement application
and permission forms from our
landowners along the project route.
The RCDSCC requires these signed
forms by mid-March. This will allow
contracting and start of work by late
May 2022.
This work will benefit our residents
and our visitors. The project teams
have no intention of interfering with
the homeowners’ responsibility to
create landscaping and defensible
space around their homes. The
shaded fuel break stops where your
landscaping and defensible space
starts. The contracts will be closely
supervised to avoid any conflict.
Note from Larry Lopp, Santa Cruz
Mountain Alliance President & Fire
Safe County Roads Project Leader:
Please call me at 408-772-4922,
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m.
to noon, if you have questions or
need help to complete permission
forms.

page 7

resources

Recycling and Repurposing
Jennifer Straw
While preparing to put our house on
the market, we compiled a list of resources
to help us reduce, recycle, and repurpose
belongings that we no longer needed. Even
if you’re not moving, these resources may
help clear out clutter without sending it to
the landfill. Check with the organizations in
advance for any changes to their donation
regulations, additional items they accept,
and hours of operation.
Friends of Los Gatos Library Bookstore
will accept donations of up to 100 lightly-

used books and DVDs at a time on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, from 1 to 3 p.m. Donations
can be dropped off at the side door of the
Los Gatos Library, at 100 Villa Avenue in
Los Gatos. Visit friendsoflglib.org, or call
408-354-2665.
Lego™ Replay allows you to pass on Lego
bricks to children in need. They provide a
free shipping label. To find out more, google
Lego™ Replay.
GreyBears, Chanticleer Recycling Center,
accepts e-waste, shredded office paper, CDs,
DVDs, and cassette tapes (commercial
music and movies). Covers must be intact.
Visit greybears.org, or call 831-479-1055.
Hope’s Closet Donation Center, 25552557 Soquel Drive in Santa Cruz, accepts
children’s clothing, toys, and books in very
good condition. They are open for donation
drop-off on Mondays and Wednesdays,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturdays,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Find out more at
hopesclosetthrift.com.
The Goodwill Truck comes to the Loma
Prieta/C.T. English and Lakeside parking
lots a few times per year. Watch for dates in
the MNN and local road signs.
95033free (https://lpcf.org/groups) allows
you to post items you are giving away
online. Most items are snapped up very
quickly. You cannot use this resource for a
garage-type sale of multiple items.
The Buena Vista Landfill in Ben Lomond
accepts cardboard and metal (including
holiday lights) for recycling. It also has
stations to drop off yard waste, wood,
ceramics, concrete, carpet, treated wood,
propane tanks, appliances, and mattresses.
There are specific days for dropping off
household hazardous materials such as paint
and fluorescent bulbs. Visit https://dpw.
co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Home/RecyclingTrash.
aspx for more information.
For GreenWaste customers, additional
trash, recycling, and yard-waste pickups

are available. GreenWaste will also pick
up bulky items. We used the service for
removing a mattress and box spring. Check
your GreenWaste newsletter for helpful
information, visit them online at www.
greenwaste.com/santa-cruz-county, or call
831-426-2711.
Zappos will recycle your used denim
jeans and shoes, and provide you with a free
shipping label. Find out more at https://
www.zappos.com/about/zappos-for-good/
recycle.
If you have a car you want to donate,
the Walnut Avenue Family and Women’s
Center will pay for towing and you will get
a tax deduction. Find out more at www.
cars2charities.org/give/walnut-avenuefamily-and-womens-c.

Awarded
Best of Class
in the
SF Chronicle
Competition!
408.353.2278
S I LV E R MT N.CO M
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#1 Selling Team
in Santa Cruz County

400 Stellar Way, Boulder Creek, CA
$1,100,000
4 Bedrooms • 2 Bath • 2,500 SQFT. • 2.408 acre lot
Beautiful horse property in an unbeatable commute location!
Picturesque highway 9 is right around the corner, enjoy well
maintained roads on your 25 minute commute to Silicon Valley
and beyond. This turn-key home has been lovingly maintained
by its current owner, no detail has been missed. Oversized
picture windows and vaulted ceilings in the living room give
extraordinary views of the surrounding forest and allow for an
abundance of natural light. Expansive decking adjacent to the
living rooms overlooks the property and is the ideal setting
for enjoying a warm cup of coffee and watching the wildlife
come to life. The deck also comes complete with interactive
LED lights - perfect for setting the ambiance during a party.
You will truly feel like you are at one with nature. A beautifully
remodeled kitchen is sure to delight even the most discerning
of home chefs and features custom cabinetry. Spacious
primary suite situated on the main floor offers plenty of closet
space. The ensuite bathroom features slate floors, newer
faucets, and light fixtures. Guest quarters on the bottom floor
with a private entrance is perfect for in-laws or visiting friends.
Several outbuildings including a large detached garage, barn,
and chicken condo, horse trails, and fenced-in gardening
space with raised beds. Big Basin State Park is nearby and is
known for its famed old-growth redwood trees and incredible
hiking trails.

400stellar way.com

Jayson Mandani
Founder, Realtor®
DRE# 01431948

831.234.6683
jayson@roomsantacruz.com
roomsantacruz.com

community
Preparing for Spring
Tish O’Reilly
Spring’s first blush is yellow. When I think
about preparing to work in the garden
every spring, I can’t help appreciating the
gardeners who planted the daffodils along
Summit Road. Planted in the fall, they
naturalize (expand and multiply) each year.
They are the first to show their seasonal
color, bobbing their bright yellow heads in
the breeze as we drive by. As spring turns
to summer, the daffodil bulbs go dormant,
die back, naturalize through the winter, and
bloom again to delight us the next spring.
That’s what gardeners do. We prepare for
the next season as we work in the current
one. Start with the weeds. A weed is defined
as a plant in the wrong place. If we’re lucky
they are seasonal.
As you weed the garden beds, don’t worry
about pulling all the weeds all the time. Pull
the ones that come up easily, those about
to bloom or produce seeds. Catching them
early will save you time this season and the
next.
Your next step is to get out the hand
pruners and the loppers. Take a little steel
wool and WD40 to get a clean tool, then
perform a quick filing for sharpness. A sharp
tool saves your muscles the hard work of a
repeated cutting while reducing damage to
plant branches.
When deciding which branches to remove,
start with the dead ones. You’ll notice their
coloring is usually darker and more brittle,
with less flexibility than the others. After
that, take out the crossover branches to
leave a straighter, more open center of the
plant. Branches with a little space between
them allow for air circulation, better insect
and moisture control, and encouragement
for plants to grow better and fill out in the
sunlight.
As far as garden maintenance goes, I’m a
big believer in having the tool you need at
the ready. Do a little of this, and a little of
that so that projects are more manageable.
This brings more enjoyment to the process
as we appreciate our own home gardens.
Having your tools ready makes for an easier
job, so keep pruners, a garbage can or large
bucket, leaf rake, and a flat shovel and
broom for cleanup and scooping leaves.
Prune a few plants at a time and clean up
as you go. Working in your garden, like any
ongoing project, can be managed one clip at
a time.
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The Yellow Team
Here are some recommended deerresistant, and drought- and frosttolerant plants for the Santa Cruz
Mountains.
Pictured clockwise, from top left:
Black-eyed Susan,
deciduous azalea,
forsythia,
lemon red-hot poker,
King Alfred daffodil, euphorbia, and
monkey flower.
You can find me in the garden, or at
www.pacmthort.com.
Mountain Network News
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Free Battery Back-Ups

Security and Savings
Richard Estevez

Quality Conservation Services

When mountain resident Kevin
McKinney first heard about a free wholehouse battery back-up system available
to select PG&E residential customers, he
thought his home would never qualify.
It seemed too good to be true—there is
no such thing as a free lunch, let alone a
free $26,000 battery. For three years, he
tried unsuccessfully to get into the SelfGeneration Incentive Program that provides
the batteries. After reading that the first step
is to sign up for PG&E’s medical-baseline
program, he had already qualified and
signed up for that. Kevin quickly discovered
that when grants for the program were
issued, the batteries were being scooped up
by eager homeowners before he could even
find out they were available.
With over 20 PG&E outages in one year
that shut down his migraine-preventing
CPAP machine and the family’s water
supply powered by an electric well pump,
it was time to get serious and call a
professional.
It was at this point that he discovered
Quality Conservation Services. Within
several weeks of enrolling, Kevin was
screened, evaluated, certified, and inspected
until his funding was approved. He now

has a space prepared and is awaiting the
installation of his home’s free battery backup system.
The free battery back-ups are funded
through the California Public Utility
Commission’s Equity Resiliency program,
which helps at-risk single-family
homeowners in high-fire-threat districts.
(Almost all MNN readers live in such
districts.)
Families who report a serious medical
condition or are PG&E “medical baseline”
customers normally qualify, as do
households that use an electric well pump
for their water supply and have moderate or
low incomes. (In Santa Cruz County, that
would be four-member Santa Cruz County
households earning less than $90,000
annually.)
The battery back-ups are designed to
provide power during utility-initiated power
outages due to forest-fire danger, but they
also provide power during weather-related
outages. The back-ups can operate the entire
house for a limited time, but most users
limit it to essential circuits to provide power
for a week or more.
The battery system can also provide
everyday savings on a home’s energy bill.
By charging the batteries during low-cost
off-peak hours and then using the batteries
to power the house during high-cost onpeak hours (normally 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.),

a household can significantly reduce their
utility bills. Any on-peak power not used by
the family can then be sold back to PG&E
at their peak period rates.
Initial screening for the free battery
program can be done by phone through
QCS. (There are other programs with
fewer restrictions, and many require a
customer payment. QCS handles only nocost programs, although they will provide
a referral to others.) If the home passes
screening, QCS sends the information to
a specialty company, such as Swell Energy,
that undertakes the rather complicated
and cumbersome procedure of securing
final-application approval, funding, and
permitting on behalf of the homeowner.
After the design and permitting is
completed, the actual installation (normally
featuring a TESLA PowerWall system) is
completed by QCS or another trained,
licensed, and experienced installer. Swell
Energy then oversees the paperwork and
other follow-up work as needed.
You must be a single-family homeowner
in a fire-threat district, with a reported
medical condition or enrolled in the
PG&E’s medical-baseline program, or with
a moderate- or lower-income relying on an
electric well pump for water supply.
For information, or to verify if you are
eligible, call Fernando Martinez, 925-3026903, or visit www.qcsca.com/enroll.

◆ Land for Sale! ◆
ING
PEND
SALE

Over 1/2 acre lot in beloved Las Cumbres – Community Center, seasonal
swimming pool, playground, playing field, & bocce court; tennis & basketball
courts; community orchard & garden, miles of hiking trails, 1000 acres of
common land; parks & picnic areas, and its own fire station! Several reports and
letters available. $240,000
G
COMIN
!
SOON

11.6 acre parcel in Soquel with expansive views, from distant mountains to
portions of the Monterey Bay from the proposed building site, plus a majestic
redwood forest for hiking and exploring in your own back yard! Underground
electricity on site. Prolific shared well, last tested at 30 GPM! Area of nice
homes. $349,000

3 Br/2 Ba home in Boulder Creek
on nearly 5 acres. Only $749,000!

CAROL D. PAYNE
BRE#00868667

Your Mountain Real Estate Specialist

408.499.5529

#1 Real Estate Office in North America!

410 N. Santa Cruz Avenue
Los Gatos, CA 95030

cpayne@cbnorcal.com
www.carolpaynehomes.com
Realtor/Broker with over 30 years experience
Certified Real Estate Appraiser • Seniors Real Estate Specialist • Cartus Relocation Specialist

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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community
community
Summit Riders

Back In The Saddle
Suzanne Suwanda
After almost two years on pandemicinduced “stall rest,” the Santa Cruz
Mountain riding club, Summit Riders, is
saddling up for another year of equestrian
fun and camaraderie.

Summit Rider member Zoe Gonzalez with
Sugarbaby from the Bear Creek pony
program

Summit Riders president Melany Moore and
her American mustang, Sage

THE

Equestrian enthusiasts across the region
are invited to join (or renew membership)
and participate in a variety of horse-themed
endeavors, from family-friendly play days
and clinics to campouts and trail rides. An
arena workday is being planned as well as
other activities.
Membership forms can be found on the
club’s website: www.Summit-Riders.com.

Robert Cornelius and mare Pumba
in Henry Cowell Redwoods

Frequent posts of interest to equine fans
can be seen on the club’s Facebook page @
SummitRiders.
Founded in 1967, non-profit Summit
Riders has seen generations of equestrians
enjoy and share their love of horses, special
friendships, and the joys of living in the
Santa Cruz Mountains.
Photos by Jessica Gonzalez

REDWOOD
ESTATES
STORE
…in beautiful downtown Redwood Estates!

EBT CARDS NOW ACCEPTED

No matter how long the winter...
spring is sure to follow!

Open Every Day
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Restaurant
Post Office
REDWOOD
STORE

Just 1/4 mile off
Highway 17
Redwood Estates/
Holy City Exit

Come check out our unique mountain store!
With an ever-revolving craft beer selection as well
as wines and liquors, a cornucopia of ice creams, a
plethora of kombuchas, gourmet coffee, and all the
basic staples, you’re sure to find what you need!
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Find us on Facebook!

Craft Beer
Fine Wines & Liquors
Gourmet Coffees

20121 Broadway Road • Redwood Estates, CA

(408) 353-1212

Mountain Network News
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people

kinds of electronic devices, including
phones, tablets, video game consoles,
computers, and other personal electronics.
For more information, visit my website at
Southpawrepair.com, or call me at 831515-6916.

Silver Mountain Vineyards

Southpaw Repair

Mobile Tech Repair
Zack Maurer
My name is Zack Maurer. I recently
started my own electronics-repair business
locally in the Santa Cruz Mountains. I
have had a passion for engineering and
personal electronics my whole life, and have
hands-on experience working on hundreds
of repairs. The focus of my business is on
mobile repair and diagnostics. I can come
to you for most repairs. I work on many

Shelley Bates of Redwood Estates announces
the release of The Professor Wore Prussian
Blue, book six in her Mysterious Devices
steampunk mystery/adventure series.
For more information, visit
http://www.shelleyadina.com.

Best of Class Award
Jerold O’Brien, winemaker for Silver
Mountain Vineyards, won a Best of Class
award for his 2014 Santa Cruz Mountains
Syrah at the San Francisco Chronicle Wine
Competition in January. He has been
producing organically grown, handcrafted,
award-winning wines in small lots since
1979. His winery offers one of the widest
selections of wines in the Santa Cruz
mountains, including gold-medal-winning
pinot noirs, estate chardonnays, Bordeaux
blends, rich syrahs, and rosés. For more
information, visit silvermtn.com.

Making Your Move Easier

You have questions…We have answers!
Why is the 95033 market so hot?

How do I optimize the appearance and value of my property?
How do I find contractors, inspectors, landscapers, etc?
How do I find data to realistically price my property?

No obligation “in person” or Zoom meeting
to answer all your questions.

LONG TIME MOUNTAIN RESIDENTS AND 95033 MARKET EXPERTS SINCE 1998

CRUZ
PROPERTIES
AT T H E S U M M I T

ANN SCHERER MIKE SCHERER DANA JUNCKER
DRE 01490826

DRE 01224636

DRE 02057447

408.483.2156 408.353.6453 408.828.3909
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Check our Reviews on
Google and Yelp

www.MountainMike.com

VETERAN

OWNED BUSINESS

Vietnam
Veteran

23111 Santa Cruz Highway 17 • Los Gatos 95033
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page 13

ON-GOING CLASSES AND MEETINGS
Mondays
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings at
Skyland Church, 8 p.m.
Tuesdays
Qi-gong classes, 8:45 to 10 a.m. at
Skyland Church. Call 831-247-5617.
Pilates mat class, 7 to 8 p.m., via
Zoom. Email altesta@gmail.com or
text 650-465-8513.
Wednesdays
Tai chi for beginners is held from 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Los Gatos
Recreation Center.
Thursdays
Loma Prieta Amateur Radio Club
meets the first Thursday of the month
at 7 p.m. at the Burrell CDF station on
Highland Way.
Pilates mat class, 7 to 8 p.m., via
Zoom. Email altesta@gmail.com or
text 650-465-8513.

Yoga at the Redwood Estates Pavilion,
10:15 to 11:30 a.m. We meet on
Zoom and (weather permitting) on the
Pavilion lawn. Visit pamsyogafitness.
com for details.
Yoga at Skyland Church, 7 p.m.
$10 per class
Integral yoga at Lakeside School (held
online currently), 6:30 to 8 p.m. Visit
www.lgsrecreation.org.
Alcoholics Anonymous, Redwood
Estates Pavilion, 7:30 p.m.
Live local bluegrass at the Summit
House Beer Garden and Grill, 6 to
8:30 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Thursday, March 9
The Bookmobile visits the mountains:

Lakeside School
9:45 to 11:45 a.m.
Building Blocks Preschool
12:15 to 12:45 p.m. and 2:30 to 3:45 p.m.
Redwood Estates Pavillion
4:15 to 5:15 p.m.

Saturday, March 12
Fitness/Health Rep will speak at a
vision board checkup event, at the
Mountain Bible Church community
room, 23946 Summit Road. Lunch
will be served, All are invited.10 a.m.
to noon. Email AnnScherer@gmail.
com for more information.

Fridays
Karaoke at the Summit House Beer
Garden and Grill on the second and
fourth Fridays of the month, starting at
6 p.m.

Building Blocks will host a family fun
day, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the
school, 23845 Summit Road. Enjoy
lots of activities and a raffle with great
prizes. All are welcome.

Saturdays
Summit Toastmasters 95033,
meets on Zoom, from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. For more information, visit
https://summittoastmasters95033.
toastmastersclubs.org, or call Laur
d'Armien, 408-634-3493.

Summit Riders work party at Parker
Horse Ranch arena, 24705 Miller Hill
Road, 2 p.m. to dusk. Volunteers are
needed to help repair and refresh the
arena. Pizza and live music provided
by Summit Riders. Call 408-886-4792
for information and to sign up.

Midpen Considering Draft
Redistricting Map for Adoption
Public Hearing to Be Held on March 23, 2022

Midpen está considerando adoptar el borrador de redistribución de distritos
La audiencia pública se realizará el 23 de marzo del 2022

In January, the Midpen board of directors reviewed three
redistricting map options and selected their preferred map that
will be considered for adoption at a public hearing on March 23.
If adopted, this map would be used in the November 8 general election.

77
5
4

Find Out More!

3

Go to openspace.org/redistricting to access our
Ward Redistricting website, to see the draft map and data
in detail and sign up for notifications.
Staff contact: GIS Program Administrator Jamie Hawk,
jhawk@openspace.org or 650-691-1200.
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Elvie Scott
408.806.9316
DRE 00809125

117 Mar Sereno Court
$1,975,000
4 Bed | 4+ Bath | 4192 Sq Ft

Animal Photography

Los Gatos Mountains

Get a head start to
finding your home.

Access thousands of new listings before anyone else,
only at compass.com.

Aptos

Lisa Sgarlato
408.396.7231
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
DRE 01342694

117 Mar Sereno Court
$1,975,000
4 Bed | 4+ Bath | 4192 Sq Ft

Amy Sirota's Tyger CATches the news in
Redwood Mistakes

SALE PENDING

Elvie Scott
408.806.9316
DRE 00809125

Neil Wiley's Villa Deer Monte
Mark Oliverez
408.891.4663
mark.oliverez@compass.com
DRE 00966533

Shoot your favorite animal (with a camera),
Lisa Sgarlato
tell us your first name1066 41st Avenue Unit A206
408.396.7231
$520,000
and the general area of the shooting,
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
1 Bed | 1 Bath | 595 Sq Ft
and
just
for
fun
use
a
pun.
DRE 01342694

Email your animal (picture)
to mnnews@comcast.net.
It could become famous
in the Santa Cruz Mountains.

compass.com

compass

Angelé Price

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers
01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No
Ed Dee
21546
Old Mine
Road of any description. All measurements
17330 Locust Drive
statement
is made
as to accuracy
and square footage are approximate.

$1,190,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1490 Sq Ft

$998,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1718 Sq Ft

What do buyers want
in a home?
One that’s move-in ready.

What's newt at Alma Bridge Road

Lisa Sgarlato
408.396.7231
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
DRE 01342694

AFTER

SALE PENDING

Los Gatos Mountains

Capitola

BEFORE

408.896.1117
ed.dee@compass.com
DRE 01383829

Sebastian Frey
831.704.6873
sebastian.frey@compass.com
DRE 01369847

SALE PENDING

21126 Locust Drive
$939,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1418 Sq Ft

21126 Locust Drive
$939,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1418 Sq Ft

compass

Home improvement with Compass Concierge can
help maximize your home sale value with minimal
stress. Compass Concierge is the hassle-free way to
transform your home with zero upfront costs or interest.
You do not have to pay the initial out-of-pocket costs
for home improvement services like painting, staging,
flooring and more. When your home sells, you will
Lisa Sgarlato
1066 41st Avenue Unit A206
simply pay back the funds that the program
provided.
408.396.7231
$520,000
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
Contact
DRE 01342694

1 Bed | 1 Bath | 595 Sq Ft

me to discuss how
Compass Concierge can help you.

compass.com

SALE PENDING

Los Gatos Mountains

Wednesday, March 30
Lakeside School Community
Foundation holds a dine-out fundraiser
at Super Duper Burger, 15991 Los
600 Lassen Park Present
Court
Gatos Boulevard.
our Benjamin
flyer Guilardi
408.596.1111
$2,745,000
(www/lakesidescf.org/dine-out-flyers).
DRE 00772203
4 Bed | 4 Bath | 3971 Sq Ft
A percentage of your purchase will
benefit our school.

17330 Locust Drive
$998,000
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1718 Sq Ft

Capitola

Los Gatos Mountains

Ed Dee
408.896.1117
ed.dee@compass.com
DRE 01383829

SALE PENDING

Scotts Valley

Thursday, March 23
The Bookmobile visits the mountains:

SALE PENDING

Saturday, March 19
Men’s night out to benefit the Lakeside
School Community Foundation, from
4 to 8 p.m. Enjoy an afternoon of treefelling and log-splitting, followed by
barbecued ribs and beer. Cost per
person is $25. To sign up, visit www.
lakesidescf.org/events.

Lakeside School
9:45 to 11:45
a.m.
21546 Old Mine Road
Building$1,190,000
Blocks Preschool
12:15 to 12:45
and| 1490
2:30SqtoFt3:45 p.m.
3 Bed p.m.
| 2 Bath
Redwood Estates Pavillion
4:15 to 5:15 p.m.

Mark Oliverez
408.891.4663
mark.oliverez@compass.com
DRE 00966533

Los Gatos Mountains

Benjamin Guilardi
408.596.1111
DRE 00772203

Los Gatos Mountains

600 Lassen Park Court
$2,745,000
4 Bed | 4 Bath | 3971 Sq Ft

Sebastian Frey
831.704.6873
sebastian.frey@compass.com
DRE 01369847

A Vision for Your Life
BRE #01187585

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers
01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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408.605.3005

angele.price@compass.com
www.angeleprice.com
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WE ARE EXCITED TO SHARE THE NEWS
SERENO HAS JOINED CHRISTIE’S INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE, THE WORLD’S PREMIER
LUXURY REAL ESTATE BRAND. The company will now be known as Christie’s International Real
Estate Sereno, and our clients will begin to enjoy a number of unique benefits.
While our name may have changed, what will never change are the guiding principles that have
made us the No. 1 independent real estate firm in Northern California: local, hands-on ownership;
unmatched market knowledge; a culture of service; and most of all our commitment to our clients
and communities.
Introducing the ultimate luxury real estate experience… CHRISTIE’S INTERNATIONAL REAL
ESTATE SERENO offers elevated benefits exclusive to our clients including:
» Access to a global luxury network of more than 100 affiliate firms in nearly 50 countries and
territories.
» Maximum exposure for luxury listings through exclusive advertising partnerships, as well as
international PR and social media campaigns.
» Enhanced luxury marketing materials and online exposure.
» Special access to auction, private sale and appraisal services through Christie’s the world-leading
art and luxury business

SOLD

SOLD

Represented Buyer

2555 BENSON AVENUE, SANTA CRUZ

6125 PROSPECT ROAD, SAN JOSE

4 Beds | 4.5 Baths | 3,742 SF Home | 10,454 SF Lot

5 Beds | 3 Baths | 2,491 SF Home | 7,187 SF Lot

Luxury new construction with a peek of the ocean, backs to nature.

Beautifully updated, spacious home with award winning Cupertino schools.

SOLD FOR $3,180,000

SOLD FOR $3,150,000

KAREN IZZO

REBECCA SMITH

Cell 408.309.9076
Karent@sereno.com
karenizzo.com
DRE 01402005

Cell 408.507.7165
Rebecca@sereno.com
rebeccasmithrealtor.com
DRE 01310611

This information was supplied by third party sources. Sales Associate believes this information is correct but has not verified this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyer should verify accuracy and investigate to Buyer’s own satisfaction.

26700 LOMA PRIETA WAY
LOS GATOS
4 Beds | 5.5 Baths

3 Beds | 2 Baths

7,733 SF Home | 5.3 Acres

1,280 SF Home | 6,840 SF Lot

Swimming pool, 8 stall horse

Updated ranch home in desirable

barn & arena, tennis court,

Cambrian school district

Monterey Bay views

COMING SOON

CALL FOR PRICE

LISTED FOR $1,299,000

NEW LISTING

274 VISTA ROMA WAY
SAN JOSE

24085 SCHULTIES ROAD
LOS GATOS

ols.

atisfaction.

3477 FAWN DRIVE
SAN JOSE

COMING SOON

3 Beds | 2 Baths

3 Beds | 2.5 Baths

1,666 SF Home | 1.2 Acres

1,680 SF Home | 2-Car Garage

1997 built home, sunny peaceful

Beautiful modern tri-level

setting backing to redwoods.

townhome with private patio.

LISTED FOR $1,249,000

NEW LISTING

LISTED FOR $989,000

BRI SECVIAR

JOHN & BARBARA HARRIMAN

858.375.8960
Bri@Sereno.com
BriSecviar.com
DRE 01927256

408.656.8209
Barbara.Harriman@sereno.com
John - DRE 01903724
Barbara - DRE 01389088

exploring
The City of Santa Cruz

Pogonip
Neil Wiley
Let’s begin with the name. Pogonip could
have been named for a special bouncing
stick, a gaming website, Walt Kelly’s comic
strip’s title character (an opossum), or my
brother’s little dog that bit him when we
wrestled.
Instead, pogonip describes a phenomenon
that occurs in the mountains of the western
United States when fog condenses into tiny,
biting ice particles. The word comes from
the Shoshone tribe language as payinappih
(cloud). In the 1800s, English-speaking
settlers altered the word to pogonip. In
turn, this led to the phrase Beware the
Pogonip.
This phrase exaggerated the danger of
breathing icy fog. It also reflects today’s
rumors that Pogonip Open Space is
unsafe. While the southern area is shared
by homeless people, indications of drug
use, and the development of the Homeless
Garden Project, I never felt threatened.
If this is a concern, you can avoid the
more urban park entrances at Harvey
West Park and Golf Club Drive. Instead,
you can park at the end of the residential
Spring Street or at the U.C., Santa Cruz
upper campus along Glen Coolidge
Drive. The Spring Street entrance gives
you a longer, but flatter route. The Glen
Coolidge Drive entrance requires a steep,
but short, climb back to your car at the
hike’s end, but the beautiful scenic views
of ocean, forest, and meadows are worth a
little sweat. (The entrance has no signs, but
you’ll see cars parked on the right side of
the road.) Long-distance hikers, bikers, and
equestrians can park at Henry Cowell State
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Park, and then take the Rincon Connector
Trail to the north end of Pogonip.
What’s it like? In a relatively small
640 acres, this open-space preserve packs
many interesting sights and different
environments. Enjoy views of Monterey
Bay, green hills, and Santa Cruz. Visit

Mountain Network News

historical lime kilns, a small koi pond, a
giant rock garden, and an old clubhouse.
Hike trails under forest shade (oaks,
madrone, bay, eucalyptus), walk in the sun
through giant meadows, or go upland to
see 100-foot-high firs. (If you are an expert,
you may find the only four redwoods in the
park.)
The entrances are not well-marked, but
most major trail intersections have small
signs. Climbs are easy to moderate. (The
exceptions are the rather steep Lookout
Trail and the unmarked path up to the Glen
Coolidge Drive entrance.)
To reach the interesting single-track
Spring Box Trail, walk north on the Spring
Trail. Watch for three white steps on the left
just past a tiny step-over stream. The trail
takes you past an unsigned koi pond on the
right, and then up and right to the Lime
Kiln Trail and the lime kilns. A few steps
to the right you’ll see a path up and behind
the lime kilns. A right on the path takes
you to a little valley filled with more than a
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hundred rock pyramids and other pieces of
rock art. If there was the slightest tremor,
they would have fallen. It reminded me that
art is temporary.
A narrow trail past the rock garden loops
back to the intersection of Lime Kiln,
Rincon, and Fern trails. Although you
won’t see many ferns until near the end of
this trail, the Fern Trail is a pleasant walk
through almost a mile of mixed forest. I met
only one person on this trail. He was going
the hard way—uphill.
When you reach the large meadow called
the Prairie, turn left on Brayshaw Trail, or
go through the fence and turn left on Prairie
Trail. Either route takes you to the only two
picnic tables in the park. After a brief rest,
you’ll soon reach the abandoned clubhouse
of the Casa del Rey Club and Golf Links,
established in 1912. Although protected
by a chain link fence, the old clubhouse
still reflects the grandeur of a rustic resort.
You can still see the tennis courts, filled-in
swimming pool, and some nice views of
Santa Cruz and Monterey Bay. Although
the clubhouse is destined to be demolished,
it’s still an interesting old building.
When the golf club closed in the 1930s,
Dorothy Deming Wheeler reopened the
facility as a polo field. The Pogonip Social
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and Polo Club became internationally
famous, perhaps because it was one of the
few polo fields open to coed and women’s
teams.
To complete the return loop, you can walk
the Brayshaw Trail, with a left on Spring,
and a turn right at the unsigned path to
the Glen Coolidge Drive. If you are parked
on Spring Street, continue on Spring Trail
south to your car.
Of Pogonip’s 11.5-mile trail system,
only four are open to multi-use (including
bicycles and horses). They include the
1.5-mile Emma McCrary Trail that runs
along the length of the park from Golf
Club Drive. This trail connects to Henry
Cowell Redwood State Park via the Rincon
Connector Trail, and to U.C., Santa Cruz
via the U-Con Trail.
Walkers without
dogs can enjoy the
1.2-mile Pogonip
Creek Nature Trail
and the 0.5-mile
Lookout Trail with
views earned by
climbs.
Walkers with
leashed dogs can
walk most Pogonip
trails, including
Brayshaw, Fern,
Limekiln, Lower
Meadow, Ohlone,
Prairie, Spring, Spring
Box, and a section of
Rincon.
The Spring Trail is
a relatively flat, wide,
shady, and mostly
smooth dirt trail with
some rocky sections.
Perhaps because the
trail is next to U.C.,
Santa Cruz, most
hikers were young. I
saw young runners,
Celebrating life in the Santa Cruz Mountains

a few groups of young women, and dog
walkers of every age.
On my return hike, I walked slower until
I reached the Spring Trail where, by chance,
I met a friendly woman. We shared travel
stories, occupations, and trivia that made
the walk more interesting. We turned up a
narrow, unsigned trail to where cars were
parked. The view was great. A hawk flew a
few feet away from me.
One problem. I had parked my car at the
Spring Road entrance. We were at Glen
Coolidge Drive.
I was preparing to walk several miles, but
my new friend said, “I’ll drive you.” She did.
In a world of COVID and paranoia, this
woman helped a stranger. I hope I can pass
it on—perhaps past COVID.
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history
Marlene’s Mountain History Archive

Mountain Family Histories
Neil Wiley
Mountain history tells the stories of early
settlers, such as the colorful Mountain
Charley (Charles Henry McKiernan), and
first families, including Schultheis, Averill,
Burrell, Wright, Morrell, McCrackin, Meyer,
and Goldmann.
Several mountain pioneers wrote their
own stories. Lyman Burrell wrote his
memoirs for Mountain Echoes, the local
handwritten paper for members of the
Summit Literary Society. His series of
articles, noted by the editor as the first
volunteer contributions, were entitled
Reminiscences of an Octogenarian. They were
“published” in 1881 and 1882. They were
published again 115 years later in 1996 as a
series in Mountain Network News.
Lyman Burrell described his first
impression of the Santa Cruz Mountains:
“It seemed a vast, solitary wilderness—no
houses, and no roads. I knew that bears and
lions dwelt here, but I feared them not.”
Lyman’s wife Clarissa Wright Burrell
wrote her own history in a series of letters
to family members. These letters, excerpts
from her brother’s diary, and her father’s
Reminiscences are included in The Burrell
Letters published by Westgate Press in 1950.
Finding a copy may be difficult. Only 200
copies were printed.
Although not available in book form, the

Mountain History Archive includes the
handwritten diaries of Juanita Goldmann,
from 1898 when she was 15 years old
to her death in 1962. She writes about
growing up in the Santa Cruz Mountains in
amazing detail. She lived with her parents
at the Villa Bergstedt, a beautiful estate

located four miles from Wright’s Station
at the end of Loma Prieta Avenue. Some
excerpts from her diaries were printed in
several issues of Mountain Network News in
2003.
A newer history, Mama’s Memoirs: Growing
Up in the Santa Cruz Mountains, is based
on the stories of Emma Ingraham Rapp,
who lived in our mountains from 1901
to 1975. Her daughter, Margaret Louise
Rapp Tarquinio, and granddaughter, Janet
Tarquinio, compiled these stories in a book
of 277 pages and over 60 photos.
It is a great read: funny, real, and local,
especially if you live in the Summit/Skyland
area. It takes you to places like Skyland,
Laurel, and Holy City. How can you go
wrong with chapters like these: Grandpa’s
Mail Order Bride, Store Bought Teeth,
Discord in the Harmony Missionary
Society, and Mama’s Driving? Our copy was
published in 1995 by Vista Del Mar Press,
Los Gatos. It may be available from other
publishers and through Amazon and other
book dealers.

Juanita Goldmann
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Lakeside School history from beginning to
the centennial, from a one-room school to
the teaching of radio, TV, computers, and
rocket science. It tells many personal stories
from students, teachers, and administrators.
No publisher is listed, but you can purchase
a copy of the book at Lakeside School.
Dick Lake published Nuts from
Hazelhurst, a book of true stories and poems
written by his grandmother Laura Sears.
My wife, Marlene, wrote the introduction
for the book. In the preface he expresses his
gratitude to her, saying
“Without her help this book would not
have been published.”
It is not an ordinary history. Instead, it
records the memories of a young mountain
woman through her own stories and poetry.
For instance, here is her poem about
mountain travel:
Karen Condon Fishback’s book Lakeside
Legends, The First 125 Years tells the stories
of people living in the Lakeside School
district. The author says that it took her
25 years to write it, but she had help. She
graduated from Lakeside in 1956, but
she received reams of material from John
“Bud” Mersereau, a retired professor and
1938 Lakeside graduate, and Jeff George,
retired NASA scientist and 1971 graduate.
More than 25 other people are listed as
major contributors.
The first nine chapters cover the early
days in the mountains, including electricity,
telephones, mail delivery, the 1906
earthquake, losses, resorts, social events, and
things that happened after school. Twentythree chapters in part two focus on the
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One can take the train at Laurel.
Or at Wright’s four times a day.
Forty minutes is the time that is required.
There’s a city either way.
Santa Cruz or San Jose.
Lectures, theatres, and concerts till you’re tired.
In her introduction, Marlene said that
Laura’s poems and stories record a way of
life long gone. Her writing tells of mountain

Celebrating life in the Santa Cruz Mountains

animals, including lions, cats, lambs, dogs,
pigs, birds, and snakes. She gave advice and
reported on local controversies. Her recipe
to cure the blues was to get busy. Her poem
The Battle of Skyland relates the community’s
struggle to get rural free mail delivery. Many
of her poems and essays were published in
the Santa Cruz Sentinel or The Mountain
Realty. Nuts from Hazelhurst may be available
on eBay, but the book is difficult to find.
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Blacksmith and Señorita Fish
Bruce Sudweeks
Whenever I see blacksmith fish in local
waters, I think they are on holiday from
Southern California, but it turns out that
Monterey Bay is the extreme northern edge
of their range.
When I researched these social,
charismatic fish, I discovered that they are
very fastidious. In order to satisfy their
neatness and OCD tendencies, they have
made a symbiotic arrangement with the
señorita fish that also has sparse population
density in our local waters.
The señorita fish cleans the annoying
parasites from the blacksmith while having
a snack for its efforts. Through my research
I also found out that male blacksmith are
dedicated fathers. They locate the nesting
site, give it a thorough cleaning, invite the
female over for the mating activities, and
take care of the eggs by guarding, cleaning,
and aerating.
Don’t tell our wives.

From top:
a blue heron,
a flock of turkeys,
and a baby killdeer.
Photos by Mercury
Freedom
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Surfers in the sunset
Photo by Bruce Fournier

Selling the Santa
Cruz Mountains
Lifestyle
Lifelong Mountain
Resident of 52 Years

SCOTT GREEN

408.761.2092
scott.green@compass.com
ScottGreenRealtor.com
DRE 01913176
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only
and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
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schools
Lexington School
Deanna Wilk
Lexington students are having fun
learning through exploring, making,
sharing their ideas, and collaborating. Our
first graders experimented with ways to
communicate by using cups, string, and
the properties of sound, and creating codes
with light and kazoos. They broadened

can go to school, all women will be treated
fairly so many children do not have to go
through an unfair life, people will reverse
the effects of climate change, and one day
I will wake up and everybody will listen to
each other.”
Fourth graders practiced listening to
each other as they shared their hopes. They
also practiced these words every day in the
classroom.
Fourth graders are collaborating in small
their perspective on how people express
themselves.
Third graders took what they learned
about musical instruments to make their
own out of found materials: Maracas filled
with various items, string instruments using
elastic and wire, a trombone of plastic pipes,
and drums of different shapes, sizes, and
materials. They presented and played their
instruments so that everyone could hear the
sound effects of different designs. Then the
class had a jam session.
On Martin Luther King Day, fourth
graders reflected on Dr. King’s words and
shared what they have a dream about. They
discussed equality, peace, real listening, and
caring for each other. They learned “that all
people that have lost hope will find a golden
light in their tunnel and have hope, that
black lives matter, all lives matter, all people

Two Unique Mountain Homes For Sale

This awarding-winning home was designed and built
by Paul Mehus as a personal residence, then updated by
Testorff Construction and Heidi Anderson Spicer (Archworks) in 2005. Unique design and modern environmental efficiency welcome its new owners. Situated on ~1.25
private acres of drought-tolerant gardens and mountain
views in the desirable “Villa del Monte.” Radiant heat
flooring in the bathrooms,Timbertech decking, 5-KW
owned solar panel system, battery backup, solar hot water heater, electric car charger in the detached three- car
garage, and surround sound system, Los Gatos schools.
Offered at $2,398,888 Open House March 5/6 2-4 p.m.

This Adams Road home offers a carefree lifestyle. Enjoy pristine Monterey Bay sunrise views, plus the magical
Redwood trails inviting a daily hike or riding in the nearby
Demo Forest. This ~3520 square foot home offers four+
bedrooms, three baths, a loft/office, and oversized twocar garage. The solar is owned, Trex decking, automatic
backup generator, and low maintenance gardens are
just a few of the extras. Set on ~1.25 flat acres with a
separate ADU downstairs, perfect for extended family
or potential Airbnb/rental. Soaring ceilings and walls of
glass give you exquisite light, views of nature, and sunlit
warmth. Los Gatos Schools. Recreate here! Offered at
$2,395,555. Open House March 12/13 2-4 p.m.

Jeanette Demma MacDonald, CALIFORNIA REAL ESTATE, Call my cell 408.348.1915,
email me at jmacdona@buycalre.com, or visit www.californiahomechoice.com
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groups to summarize the historical events
that took place between the end of the
mission system and the California Gold
Rush. Each group focused on a different
event to better understand it, and presented
it to the class. The class inquired about how
localized events have far-reaching impact,
the types of economic, environmental, and
social changes resulting from major events,
and pinpointed what systems developed out
of these changes.
Our student Green Team recently met
to collect trash around one of our outdoor
classrooms. It was trash hunting with a
purpose: to collect data. The three most
common items they found were plastic
straw wrappers (from juice boxes), protein
bar wrapper pieces, and masks. Using this
information, they held a brainstorming
session on what programs they could put in
place to divert these items directly into the
trash. Thanks to parent Jackie Marquez for
supervising.
Lexington celebrated International
Mother Language Day during an assembly.
Several students and principal Mr.
Deppong, told the story of Goldilocks and
the Three Bears in parts, using Russian,
Spanish, Malayalam, Polish, Norwegian,
French, and Hebrew.
It was fun to hear the familiar story told,
and see it loved, in so many languages The
kindergarteners sang Twinkle Twinkle Little
Star as the finale. Students made posters
about Lexington in their mother language,
with English translation, and wore clothes
with different languages written on them to
add to the spirit.
Fifth grade Spanish club members read
the Spanish version of the book Encanto to
interested students in the library.
Kindergarten registration is in full swing.
Visit the Lexington office to pick up a
registration packet to find out more about
our school.
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Lakeside School Community
Foundation
Hila Propp
Lakeside students are well into our annual
read-a-thon, discovering new favorites and
revisiting well-loved stories. Students are
striving to read (or be read to) at least 20
minutes per night, and many students have

surpassed 300 minutes. Teachers and staff
have shared their most beloved children’s
books. First-grade teacher Kajsa Byrne
recommends Goodnight Moon by Margaret
Wise Brown. Margalete Ezekiel, who is
working as a long-term substitute in the
TK/kindergarten class, shared her favorites:
Pierre by Maurice Sendak, as well as the
original Mary Poppins by Pamela Lyndon
Travers.
Participants gathered pledges and could
win $50-$100 in prizes by reading the most
minutes or gathering the highest pledges.
The class with the highest pledges will win a
popcorn party. All of the money raised will
directly fund science, art, P.E. counselors,
technology, and supplies for teachers.
Thank you to our parents for cultivating
a love of reading at home, as well as to
teachers, staff, and the student council
for helping us put on another successful
fundraiser.
In February, families and community
members spread out on picnic blankets
and lounged in camping chairs under the
stars to watch the movie Luca. It addresses
challenging yourself, making friends
despite differences, and silencing your
inner critic. Our fifth-graders sold snacks
and drinks to raise funds for science camp.
Free community events such as these are a
top priority for LSCF as we strive to safely

build bonds with our mountain families.
Special thanks to Holly Stewart, Kate
Manning, and Mary Poling for setting up
and cleaning up.
Let someone else make dinner and
participate in one of our monthly Dine
Outs. Enjoy dinner at Super Duper Burger,
15991 Los Gatos Boulevard (Building 3)
on Wednesday, March 30. Just present a
flyer at checkout, and a percentage of all
purchases will benefit our school. You can
print out a flyer from www.lakesidescf.org/
dine-out-flyers.

LE G
SA DIN
N
PE
23900 HUTCHINSON ROAD, LOS GATOS
$1,399,000 · 3BR/2.5BA · Home ±1,616 sf · Lot ±3 acres
MARISA THOMPSON
408.761.0609
marisa.thompson@ggsir.com
Lic. #01476541
MarisaThompson.com
663 Blossom Hill Road Suite 200, Los Gatos · GoldenGateSIR.com · Each office is independently owned and operated.
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Lakeside School News
Shama Marshall
Lakeside’s production of the play, Lady
Foxxhound Rubies, is well underway. Actors
in transitional-kindergarten through fifth
grades are rehearsing during lunch and after
school. Karen Fishback, who graduated
from Lakeside in 1956, wrote, directed, and
produced the play. (She is also the author of
a local history book, Lakeside Legends.) Firstgrade teacher Kajsa Byrne is volunteering
her time to lead singing practice.
Thanks to the generous support of the
Lakeside School Community Foundation,
our students enjoyed a Lunar New Year
assembly presented by the USA Prancer
Education Group. Lakeside students
experienced the New Year “lion dance”
and enjoyed an impressive Kung Fu
demonstration. Chinese treats were provided

by the Guo and Sha families. Throughout
the week, Lakeside teachers provided
reading and hands-on activities to support
deeper cultural appreciation, understanding,
and acceptance.
Thank you to our parents and community
members who support the Lakeside School
Community Foundation. Without your
support, amazing assemblies such as this
would not be possible.
Transitional-kindergarten and
kindergarten registration are now open for
the 2022-2023 school year. If your child
turns five before September 1, you may
register them for kindergarten. If your
child turns five between September 1 and
December 1, you may register them for
transitional-kindergarten. Email ljsd@
lakesidelosgatos.org, or call 408-354-2372
for more information.

Lakeside Joint School District

Board Trustee Vacancy
Dr. Sean Joyce
LJSD Superintendent

The Lakeside Joint School District Board
of Trustees intends to fill a trustee seat
left vacant, by the resignation of longtime
trustee Dr. Linda Kelley on February 2. The
board plans to appoint an eligible applicant
for this open seat at the board meeting on
Wednesday, April 6. A candidate must be
registered to vote, 18 years of age or older, a
citizen of California, a resident of Lakeside
Joint School District, and not disqualified
by the constitution or California laws from
holding a civil office. Applications are
available on the district website, at www.
lakesidelosgatos.org, by calling 408-3542372, or emailing ljsd@lakesidelosgatos.org.
Applications are due in the district office,
19621 Black Road, Los Gatos, CA 95033,
by Friday, March 25, at 4 p.m.
Men’s Night Out
Join us for an afternoon of tree-felling
and log-splitting, followed by barbecued
ribs and beer. Cost per person is $25,
and will benefit educational programs at
Lakeside School. Join us on Saturday,
March 19, from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. To
sign up, visit www.lakesidescf.org/events.
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Los Gatos-Saratoga
Observation Nursery School
Amanda Demers
This month, a head teacher for Los GatosSaratoga Observation Nursery School
(commonly known as Mountain School),
Yoshi Ramanujam, shared her thoughts
about Mountain School:
“When we first moved to California,
we were looking for preschools and many
families recommended Mountain School.
My children enjoy the outdoors, and I was
looking for a parent-participation preschool,
so we enrolled.
“At the end of the school year, the teacher
(Lilo) came up to me and asked if I’d be
interested in assistant teaching in one of the
classes. It was completely unexpected, and
I was surprised and flattered. I learned so
much as a parent in the program, and I’m
still learning as a teacher. The children grow
up so fast during the year, and each one is
different and unique.
“As the children learn and play, parents
are encouraged to step back and observe
as their children experience the world
around them. Parents quickly realize that
when we give our children freedom, they
gain confidence. We watch them struggle.

We watch them succeed. The parents and
teachers are there to help them navigate
rough terrain, take risks, and interact with
classmates. The children are encouraged to
listen to their own bodies and follow their
natural curiosity. They find joy in exploring
their natural surroundings with friends.
“The written observation component of
the Mountain School program is unique.
Sometimes it seems like a chore, and
sometimes it feels like treasured memories
in the making. Writing observations while
their child explores allows the parent to

reflect on their child. The focus is not on
“what should I be doing as a parent” but
instead “how does my child interact with the
world?” That leads to “how can I encourage
them to be their best selves?” Writing
observations allow us to see the world
through our children’s eyes as they explore,
dig, and run with wide-eyed enthusiasm. It’s
a moment to observe a worm wiggle on the
ground, or marvel at how tall a tree is.
“Parent participation appeals to parents
who would like their children in a social
setting, and would like to share the
experience with them. I’ve heard many
stories of children and parents who meet in
Mountain School, and develop friendships
that last a lifetime.
“As a parent, I enjoyed attending class
with my sons. It’s hard not to compare your
kids with others, but you eventually start
to see the positive qualities in all children,
including your own, and how everyone
contributes to the group dynamic.”
If you are interested in finding out more
about Mountain School, visit us online at
www.lgsons.org, or email
info@lgsons.org.
Enrollment for the
2022-2023 school year is
open now. Scan this QR
code with your phone to
register.

Defensible Space Clearing
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fire clearing around homes
Brush chipping/Grinding
Community Chipping Projects
Community road/driveway clearing
Tree trimming to remove ladder fuels
Onsite Brush Burning (Santa Cruz Co.)
20 Yard Dumpsters for debris removal

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

Serving the
Santa Cruz
Mountains
since 1985

408.353.2867
Mountain resident for 53 years • 29 years firefighting experience
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Building Blocks

Spring Giving Campaign
and Family Fun Day
Alexandra Hughmanick
Building Blocks strives to make preschool
possible for every child in our mountain
community. We are currently hosting a
spring giving campaign in support of our
scholarship fund.
The fundraiser runs from February 28
to March 11, culminating in a Family
Fun Day on Saturday, March 12, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Building Blocks. All
community members are invited.
Enjoy field games, tie-dying T-shirts,
planting succulents in pots painted by
the students, and a raffle. Raffle tickets
are $10 each. Items include 49ers tickets,
local wine, artwork, plants, and more.
The event will be held rain or shine. Our
campaign goal is to raise at least $6,000.
Tax-deductible donations can be made
through buildingblockscoop.org/support.
Our program is designed to meet the
developmental needs of each student. We
offer activities that encourage growth in
language, motor skills, creative expression,
social-emotional development, and sensory-
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Theatre in the Mountains

motor development.
We believe that children and adults learn
best through active, hands-on discovery and
that play is the child’s best medium. We
incorporate free play along with activities
designed and guided by teachers and
parents.
We stimulate natural curiosity and
support children in learning how to interact
with others. We assist them in effectively
expressing themselves, and encourage them
to try new experiences.
These lessons will provide them with
what they need to succeed in everyday life
as well as in their future formal education.
Our program consists of truly listening to
children and adults. By doing so, we respect
their thinking, creativity, and growth.
Building Blocks is enrolling now for the
2022-2023 school year. For details, visit
buildingblockscoop.org/admissions.
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Who’s in Whoville?
Kiyoko Whiteside
Rehearsals are underway for Seussical Jr!.
Performances will be held May 13, 14, and
15 on the Loma Prieta Community Center
main stage.
Artistic staff includes director Caitlin
Papp, assistant director/choreographer
Kiyoko Whiteside, and vocal director
Melanie Camras. They are supported by
producers Erin Asheghian, Ellen Farrow,
and the Theatre in the Mountains steering
committee. This production features a wider
age-range of performers than we have had
in many years. We welcome longtime and
new TIM families to this production.
Theatre in the Mountains is a volunteerrun organization. We are looking for
community members who want to
participate and use their special skills
such as building, painting, and sewing
to make our productions even better. We
also have jobs for people who have time
for administrative tasks. To help, email
theatreinthemountains@gmail.com.
We want to acknowledge the Theatre in
the Mountains steering committee, led by
chair Jennifer Daniher, for staying engaged
over the past two years. They pulled
together over the past few months to make
sure this production was possible.
The TIM steering committee includes Cris
Vaughan, Mark Vaughan, Pradeep Sanders,
Kyle Fox, Kiyoko Whiteside, Stephanie
Randazzo, Ellen Farrow, JB Hanselman,
Bridget Freiri, and Chris Arns.
Tickets will go on sale in April at http://
www.theatreinthemountains.org.

page 29

PERSONAL HOUSEKEEPING. Flexible,
Honest, Dependable, Experienced. Call
Debbie 408-828-9133.
ACCOUNTING AND
OFFICE SERVICES
QUICKBOOKS SPECIALIST,
GRAPHICS DESIGN & WEBSITE
SERVICES. Affordable rates. Mountain
Resident. www.CarlaNespole.com 408497-7570
ANIMAL CARE
SARA’S ANIMAL CARE & HOUSESITTING. All animals, horses too. Reasonable rates, ref. provided. 408-656-9479
PURRFECT PET CARE. Mtn Resident.
Reliable care for all of your animals.
Sandi Greenhill, 408-348-5771
DEB’S PET CARE. (Back in Biz!)
Since 1989. Summit Resident. Daily
visits, quality time, tailored to your pet’s
needs. Specializing in cats. Insured.
Deb Arneson 831-331-1992.
CLEANING
HOUSECLEANING. Lic.#
4157292210. Refs avail, good rates,
own transport, wears mask. Oliva. C
408-964-8872
LUANNE’S HOUSECLEANING. 831706-2510. Est. Mtns since 1995. Detailoriented, tailored to your needs, goes the
extra mile. Great refs.

ARNS CARPET CLEANING. Deep carpet,
stair, area rug, and upholstery cleaning. Hard
floor and grout steam cleaning. Non-toxic, fastdrying method. Free estimates. 408-656-5323

BINGO ELECTRIC provides electrical
services to mountain residents. Troubleshooting, installations, and repairs. Call
Daniel at 408-214-0775. CIO #1076855.
Licensed. Bonded. Insured.

CONSULTANTS
DIVORCE CONSULTANT: Low-cost
mediation, legal info. 408-887-6395

SOUTHPAW REPAIR. Mobile electronics
repair solution. Cell phones, computers,
video game systems, and other devices.
Southpawrepair.com, 831-515-6916

CONTRACTORS

SUMMIT DECK DOCTOR: DECK
REFINISHING & CARPENTRY.
Lic#928487. Winter is a good time
for deck carpentry. Refinishing starts
again in Spring. For free estimate call
Rupert at 408-353-DECK (3325).
DOORS, WINDOWS AND MORE. Licensed
and bonded. Years of experience. bruce@
doorswindowsandmore.com, 408-472-4478,
831-476-8044
MD CONSTRUCTION. General
contractor Lic # B959305 specializing
in home improvements—bathroom and
kitchen remodel/updates, new deck
construction and refinishing, old deck
repairs, and full room additions. For a
free design consultation and estimate,
call Mick Dudas at cell 408-691-2028,
or email mickdudas8@gmail.com.
PACIFIC MT. HORTICULTURE
Design. Build. Cultivate.
www.pacmthort.com. #582726
ELECTRICAL
ROEMKE ELECTRIC 831-247-1700
Full service Electrical Contractor
Veteran Owned Lic # 896861
Generators-Panel Changes-Whole
House Rewires-Expert Troubleshooting.

EXCAVATION
C.STILLE EXCAVATION
ifyoucandreamitwecandigit.com
408-781-2731 Lic#620755

MASON TRACTOR GRADING &
EXCAVATING. Give us a call. We’ll
move the earth for you. Lic#870450
office 408-353-2836 cell 408-761-0794
CUNNINGHAM TRACTOR. For all your
earth-moving needs. Providing quality dirt
work for mountain residences. Kevin 408515-1871. www.cunninghamtractor.com
lic# 1000058
HANDYMAN
HANDY DAVE Home Repairs,
Assembly, Carpentry, Electrical, Deck
& Fence, Plumbing. Call or Text Dave
(408)314-7645,www.handy-dave.com
ROGER’S REPAIRS. Electric, plumbing,
fences, gates, decks, painting, etc. Safe,
honest work. References. Since 1979.
650-996-2959
HAULING
BEST HAULING. Daily dump runs.
650-996-2959
HELP WANTED

CARPENTER: Bid on-site project
408-353-9200 Relax@LupinLodge.com
HOME INSPECTIONS

SNEAK PEAK HOME INSPECTION
LLC InterNACHI Certified Inspector.
SneakPeakInspection.com. Call
or Text 408-585-9292. If we miss
anything, InterNACHI will buy your
home back, guaranteed.
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HOUSING RENTALS

RV TRAILER & SPACE FOR TINY
HOUSES $910-$1010.
Cabin: $2495+util - Lease 14mo
408-353-9200 Relax@LupinLodge.com
LAND CLEARING
SERNA’S LAND CLEARING AND
HAULING. Land clearing and fire
breaks. Brush and poison oak removal.
Debris clean-up and hauling. Chipping
and firewood. Mulching tractors. Fecon
equipment. Call 831-227-6373 (cell).
Home 408-353-1990
PROFESSIONAL FIRE, FUEL BREAK,
CLEARING, BURNING, CHIPPING,
AND REMOVING OAK AND MADRONE
LADDER FUELS. Specializing in steep
terrain where hand work is needed.
Mulching machine and climber available.
Reasonable rates. Call 530-521-3486
for estimates. Also classes taught in
defensible space clearing; tools, saw
fundamentals, burn pile management,
etc.
LANDSCAPING
PACIFIC MT. HORTICULTURE Design.
Build. Cultivate.
www.pacmthort.com. #582726
MEMBRENO LANDSCAPING Patios,
Fencing, Retaining walls, Cleanups, and
Hauling. Email Jose103183@hotmail.
com, or call 831-359-7968.
RTJ LANDSCAPING. Free estimates.
License 9750. Residential and
commercial. See our website: RTJ
Landscaping.com. Call 831-254-4652.
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MUSIC
MUSIC TEACHER: Piano, Voice, Guitar,
Winds. lorna.kohler@gmail.com
PIANO LESSONS near Summit and
17. aspowerz@gmail.com
PIANO TUNING & REPAIR. Serving
the Mountain Community since 1975.
American Piano Service. 408-3930124. www.piano-tuning.biz
LEVEL Guitar Repair. Offering basic
setup, repairs, and custom builds. Call
831- 331-4179 levelguitarrepair@gmail.
com. Visit us @ LEVEL Guitar Repair.
com

Get the word out.
Run a classified ad in the
Mountain Network News
for only $9 a line.
Email your ad to
mnnews@comcast.net.

PEST CONTROL
ARELIABLEPESTCONTROL.COM.
408-559-7378. Licensed, Bonded, and
Insured. Free Estimates. Rats, Ants,
Spiders, Yellowjackets, Wasps, Gophers

NOTARY PUBLIC
MOBILE OR IN OUR OFFICE. Cruz
Mobile Notary Service. Ann and Mike
Scherer. Ann 408-483-2156. Mike
408-353-6453

RENTALS
SITES FOR YOUR RV OR TRAILER
are available. $935-$2400. Call
408-353-9200, or email Relax@
LupinLodge.com.

PAINTING
LICKETY-SPLIT PAINTING.
Mountain resident. Interiors, exteriors,
residential, commercial, neat, clean,
responsible, high quality, low rates
since 1994. Lic#693617. Robert, 408265-0564
PRESCHOOL
VILLA DEL MONTE MONTESSORI
PRESCHOOL 650-793-4520
www.villadelmontemontessori.com

Celebrating life in the Santa Cruz Mountains

ROOFING
ROYCE’S ROOFING, SPECIALIZING
IN ROOF REPAIRS AND REROOFS.
Can your roof use some TLC? Maybe
a new roof? Gutters or roof cleaned?
Schedule your free est. Lic# 890941.
Exp. Since 1993. 408-353-6115
ROOF, GUTTER, DOWNSPOUTS
CLEANED. 650-996-2959

page 31

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
CAMPBELL, CA
PERMIT NO. 7313
CARRIER ROUTED

ECR WSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER
LOS GATOS, CA 95033

ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF
MOUNTAIN LIVING!

#1 Large Team Coldwell Banker Los Gatos
serving the mountain community
and surrounding areas

JILL COLE, NANCY COLE & MICHAEL RIESE
Reach out and set up a time to discuss your real estate needs.
It would be our honor to assist you!
info@cole-riese.com
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O
H
P
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16755 PONDEROSA CT, MORGAN HILL
3 BEDS | 2 BATHS | +/-1732 SF | +/-9100 SF LOT
Price Upon Request
COMING SOON

23433 SUNSET DRIVE
4 BEDS | 2 BATHS | +/-2264 SF | +/-.93 AC
Price Upon Request
PENDING

J I L L & N A N CY CO L E
4 0 8 . 2 1 9. 3 41 6
D R E 0 1 4 8 9 6 8 0 | 0 0 6 2 1 24 8

761 MANX AVENUE
17337 DEBBIE ROAD
3 BEDS | 1 BATH | +/-963 SF | +/-8102 SF LOT 4 BEDS | 2.5 BATHS | +/-2802 SF | +/-2.82 AC
Offered at $1,199,000
Offered at $1,695,000
SOLD
SOLD

MICHAEL RIESE
4 0 8 .78 1 .76 9 2
DRE 01366625

CO L DWE L L B A N K E R R E A LTY 41 0 N S a n t a C r u z Ave . Lo s G a to s , CA 9 5 03 0
with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Realty, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304.

